
           

 
 
 

 

VR46 E-MTB: the new line of electric mountain bikes developed from the 
collaboration between VR|46 Racing Apparel and MT Distribution presented at the 
Italian Bike Festival in Rimini.  

 The exhibition in Rimini, a point of reference for the Italian bike market, was selected for the press 
presentation of the new project involving several major producers of bike and electric components: 
Bosch, Pirelli, Sram/RockShox, Fulcrum, Ohlins, Crankbrothers, Technomousse and Ochain. 
 

 The 2022 range will include a Premium Edition and Limited Edition produced in 46 units, which will be 
officially presented in November at the EICMA in Milan. 

Rimini, 10th September 2021 – The collaboration between VR|46 Racing Apparel, headed by Valentino Rossi, 
and MT Distribution continues and is strengthened with today's presentation of the VR46 E-MTB project at the 
Italian Bike Festival in Rimini. VR|46 relied on MT Distribution expertise and its specialisation in e-mobility 
solutions for the development and production of a high-end line of electric mountain bikes, presented during a 
press event in which Bosch, Pirelli, Sram/Rock Shox, Fulcrum, Ohlins, Crankbrothers, Technomousse and 
Ochain also took part, all important players in the bike and electric components market and involved in the 
project. 

The constant strive for performance and attention to detail has given life to a project inspired by the Tavullia 
champion’s dedicated approach to his work, and the uniqueness of his training method. The line will feature 
two mountain e-bikes – a Premium version assembled with high-end components, and a Limited Edition 
produced in 46 units, each numbered and supplied with an exclusive certificate signed by Valentino Rossi, 
assembled with wireless components and in carbon. Both e-bikes will be presented next November at the 
EICMA in Milan, during which all the technical features of the two models and frame measurements will be 
revealed.  

MT Distribution saw to the engineering of the frame and bikes through a project developed in the Italian Motor 
Valley, the industrial and cultural district of Emilia-Romagna internationally recognised as the birthplace of some 
of the most renowned automotive brands worldwide. The e-bikes designed by MT Distribution offer smooth 
pedalling and excellent control on descents and corners thanks to the carefully studied design and choice of 
cutting-edge technical solutions. They are designed to satisfy even the most demanding riders thanks to the 
Made in Italy design quality and careful choice of components, selected directly with the parent companies of 
the brands through the main European distributors.   

“At VR|46 Racing Apparel, we have been travelling the path of evolution for some time now, which will lead to 
the birth of projects with the aim of developing performance-oriented products”, stated Carlo Alberto Tebaldi, 
CEO of VR|46. “For a long time we had been looking to expand our offer and enter the world of cycling, 
especially offroad, and in fact the first project marking the start of this journey is the one with MT Distribution, a 
partner with all the characteristics and expertise necessary to successfully develop a project in line with our 
expectations. As of next season, we will therefore be able to propose two VR46 bike models engineered by MT 
Distribution, using high-level components.” 



           

 
 
 

 

 

“We are excited to have given life, through VR|46, to an all-Italian project involving the leaders of the e-bike 
sector”, explained Alessandro Summa, Managing Director of MT Distribution . Performance and passion are the 
values driving this collaboration, in which our Group acts as a platform for research and development thanks to 
our engineering and design skills in the e-mobility field. We strongly believe in the increasing 
importance of the e-bike market in Italy and the world, and in the opportunity which our company must 
seize, along with the represented brands, carrying over to the electric sector Italy’s confirmed centrality 
in the production of high-end regular bikes, by virtue of the savoir-faire and style distinguishing our 
country and the Italian spirit throughout the world.” 

“The VR46 E-MTB project was developed in the Motor Valley. We wanted to create first and foremost a 
technological e-bike with a strong racing character and unmistakeable design, and certify its uniqueness”, stated 
Cristian Trippa, e-Bike Specialist Manager at MT Distribution. “The decision to mount different wheels 
guarantees smoother, more intuitive and fun riding thanks to the use of shorter chainstays on the 27.5” rear 
wheel with 35mm rim width, while the front 29” wheel with 30mm rim width guarantees a feeling of total 
safety. The e-bike also uses a “Flip Chip” system allowing changes to the geometry of the e-bike in order to adapt 
to road conditions and overcome all types of obstacles. Particular attention was also afforded to the angle of the 
seat post, which allows smooth and safe pedalling even on the toughest climbs. The suspension system will 
include a 160mm fork and 205/67.5 shock absorber. With the new Bosch motor, the VR|46 e-MTB aims for top-
level performance in the enduro sector, also thanks to the decision to insert the battery from below, a solution 
guaranteeing greater frame rigidity, ease of installation, and improved balance when cornering.” 

“VR46 E-MTB is a project with an eye to the future, with a particular focus on high-quality components and 
sophisticated technology”, stated Federica Cudini, Marketing Manager Italy at Bosch eBIKE SYSTEM. “The 
decision to fit the new VR46 E-MTB e-bikes with the new Bosch smart system reflects the clear desire to offer 
bikers a high-tech riding experience which is natural, comfortable and connected, but above all fun. In fact, the 
new system will allow increasing customisation of the e-bike: the power of the support mode, dynamics, 
maximum speed and maximum traction torque can all be flexibly adapted to suit personal needs and 
preferences.” 

“Pirelli will equip the VR46 E-MTB e-bikes with the Scorpion E-MTBs, directly derived from the multi-titled 
Scorpion MX in many respects”, explained Matteo Brivio, OEM Sales Manager Cycling Division at Pirelli. On one 
hand, the SmartGRIP+ compound, enhanced by the Lignin (patented by Pirelli) offers high performance while at 
the same time respecting the environment, and on the other, the frame has been reinforced by HyperWALL 
technology (patented by Pirelli). A family of products dedicated to pedal-assisted mountain bikes: sturdy but 
without adding too much weight, sustainable but without compromising on reliability, the new tyres offer 
maximum performance to support the intense workloads of latest generation e-MTBs.” 

 “It is a great honour for SRAM/ROCKSHOX to be part of the VR46 E-MTB project together with other important 
brands in this sector”, stated Mario Meyrat, CEO AMG. “We are certain that the partnership between a world-



           

 
 
 

 

famous brand such as VR|46 and brands such as SRAM for the transmission, and ROCKSHOX for the suspensions, 
each representing excellence in their field, will lead to the well-earned success of this ambitious challenge.” 

“FULCRUM is pleased to participate in a project as important as this one with its line of products dedicated to e-
MTBs”, stated Federico Gardin, Marketing Manager at Fulcrum Wheels. “A project that came about specifically 
to build a wheel totally dedicated to the electric mountain bike sector and its needs. A design that starts from the 
individual component to then create a complete high-performing and reliable wheel, perfectly in line with the 
VR46 E-MTB project.” 

“Our headquarters are just a stone’s throw from Tavullia”, explained Elisa Andreani, Operations Director 
Andreani Group at Ohlins, “and every day we breathe the air of competition because Ohlins is synonymous with 
performance and quality. We are extremely pleased to be part of the VR|46 project by supplying the suspension 
kit for the Limited Edition model. We have been providing tuning and assistance for years, and would like to 
continue supporting VR|46 e-bike products for as long as possible.” 

“Fresh off the eleventh consecutive victory at the DH-MTB world championship, we are proud to be part of the 
VR46 E-MTB project, inspired by a legend who has written history in the two wheels world”, stated Gaspare 
Licata, CEO of Crankbrothers. “Just like the VR|46 e-bikes, the Synthesis wheels have been designed to improve 
rider performance: thanks to the specific construction of the two wheels, the front one ensures greater control 
when cornering, while the rear one guarantees maximum speed when exiting or on straights.” 

“We are honoured and proud to be part of this prestigious project, and not just because like VR|46, our roots are 
embedded in Motorsport, but also because we share a 360° vision of the two wheels world”, explained Oscar 
Gnali, CEO of Technomousse. “The excellence of Made in Italy and the constant strive for best performance 
leads us to continuously accept new challenges, and we are pleased to share this new adventure with VR|46, 
supplying our Green Constrictor mousses for the Limited Edition model, an anti-puncture system that guarantees 
absolute protection of the wheel even in extreme conditions.” 

“Ochain is a new component in the panorama of mountain bikes, which has made a name for itself in a very 
short time in all international racing fields in the gravity discipline”, stated Fabrizio Dragoni, CEO of Ochain. 
“Ochain guarantees unique riding comfort, eliminating the interaction between the transmission and suspension, 
giving the rider the possibility to exploit the full potential of their mountain bike. It is with great pride that we 
anticipate the world première of the version for Bosch motors, which will be installed standard for the first time 
on the VR46 E-MTB Limited Edition e-bike.  This is a sector we strongly believe in, and the advantages offered by 
the Ochain system for modern e-MTBs are not limited to “only” those of the regular version.”  

 

 

 

 


